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7 Probe Finds Errors, but No Misconduct,
' In Work by Lead-Pow%mllg Researcher

By Davip Stire
Staff Reporter of TR WaLL STRERT JOURNAL

Federal investigators sa:d they found
no evidence of scientific misconduct by a
prominent lead-poisoning researcher but
raised concerns about ‘‘numerous errors
and misstatements’ in his published
work.

The statement ended three years of
formal investigations of University of
Pittsburgh researcher Herbert Needie-
man. His work has heiped raise national
concern about sdverse heaith effects of
lead but has been sharply challenged by
critics, who assert that Dr. Needleman
used shoddy research methods that exag-
gerated lead’s harm.

In a letter summarizing its findings, the
National [nstitutes of Heaith’s Office of
Research Integrity, or ORI, exonerated
Dr. Needieman of the most serious charyges
made by his critics. But the ORT'S state-
ment provided ammunition for cntcs’ as-
seruons that Dr. Needlemnan has con-
ducted “‘substandard” science and thus
shouldn't be a government adviser on
lead.

The ORI said Dr. Needleman shouid
submit corrections (o various scientific

“The main thing is that there was no
scientific misconduct™ by Dr. Neediemnan,
said James Lieber, an attorney for Dr.
Needieman. “That really (s the bottom line
here.” He added that whils the ORI
found some mistakes in Dr, Needleman's
work, it echoed an eartier finding dy a
University of
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Case Western Reserve University {n Cleve-
land who 1S one of Dr. Needleman's main
critics, said that the ORI report shows
there are “senous flaws”’ in Dr. Needie-
man's research. Dr. Needleman's '‘sub-
standard science 1s the most critical thing”’
disclosed by the ORI invesnhgators, Dr.
Ernhart said.

1979 Study

The NTH began its investigation in 1991
after Dr. Ernhart and Sandra Scarr, a
child-development specialist at the Univer
sity of Virginia. filed a compiaint with the
agency doubts about & landmark
1973 study published in the New England
Journal of Medicine bv Dr. Needleman and
wolieagues. The study suggested levels of
lead in the body (oo low to cause gvert
poisoning couid lower children’s IQs.

In the study, Dr. Needleman's team
collected fallen-out baby teeth from more
than 2,000 children to check their cumuts-
tive lead exposures. Based on IQ tests
given to 158 of the children, who were
divided into high-lead and iow-tead groups,
they reported that eievated lead levels
lowered [Q by about four points. Dr. Need-
leman’s critdes charged. among other
things, that he used dubious methods to
divide the children into the two lead-level

groups. potentially biasing the resuits %o
enuenu adverse [Q effects of lead.

n an investization completed in 1903,
the Univermty of Pittsburgh panel coo-
cluded that Dr. Needieman didu't purpose-
fully skew the resuits and wasn't quilty of
scientific misconduct. But the panst founsd

‘Misplotted’ Points on Graph
While mostly echoing the university’'s
longstanding s
widely cited grapit by Dr. Needieman that -
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1o The Wall Sereet journal very low levels of lead bave
is the best way to geton M‘Qh"m'ﬂ”mm‘”m“' s
the road to success. }  The-ORL bowever. said dats points =
l have been repeatadly “misplotted” on the -
graph in » ‘‘misieading depiction” that -
I overstates adverse jead effects. Drwu;:~
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